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The article shows society's diminishing reading culture, in which people are more
interested in trends, fashion, and social media than books and information. It underlines
the importance of reading for intellectual progress, critical thinking, and personal
development, despite that many people, particularly young people, are losing touch with
1t. This neglect, leads to social and intellectual decay, as books play an important role
in developing minds and sustaining development. Society may revitalize this culture by
encouraging basic practices such as book gifting and early reading. Finally, it
emphasizes the need of maintaining a link with books for national awareness, identity

and future advancement.

Have you bought a book recently?

Today, if a citizen is asked which book they last read or bought, then perhaps they will
be surprised to hear the question or brush it off as a joke. But if asked which new
restaurant or fast food has opened in the city, then they will immediately recite the
entire menu.

In our society, information about fashion, food, and mobile updates has become common,
but unfortunately, our connection with books, reading, and knowledge is weakening day
by day. The younger generation is well aware of famous brands, social media trends,
and TV dramas, but upon hearing the names of Igbal, Faiz, or Ashfaq Ahmed, they fall
into thought.

The Importance of Reading and Our Negligence
Reading is not just a hobby but a necessity. A book is that source which polishes thought,
expands the mind, and brings a person out of darkness toward light. It is the best

companion in solitude and the most meaningful voice in silence.



But when nations break their bond with books, like many Muslim societies today, then
their progress stops. As long as Muslims remained connected to knowledge and wisdom,
the world was their follower. But when negligence was shown toward books, then

leadership was also snatched away, and their identity also became blurred.

Social Decline: The Price of Distance from Reading

Books today are no longer included in our priorities. Social media, videos, and instant
entertainment have taken us away from the peace, depth, and impact of books. The
question is: if books themselves disappear from society, then what will we teach our next
generation? Who will teach them to think? How will questioning, understanding, and

reasoning be taught to them?

An Example of a Beautiful Tradition

In some societies of the world, knowledge is included in everyday life very beautifully.
For example, in some places, children are given a book as a gift on Eid, their birthday,
or on the occasion of success. This small act creates love for books in the heart of a child.
If we also wish, then we can establish this tradition in our homes and societies. A
storybook, a simple poem, or an informative book should be given as a gift these small

steps can become a prelude to a big change in the future.

Conclusion: Reading, a Guarantee of Progress

A book is not just a means of passing time but a guiding torch. If we want our nation to
move forward, to think, to understand, and to make decisions on its own, then we must
promote reading.

This is not just a matter of the individual but a question of the nation’s future. If reading
stays alive, then awareness will stay alive, and if there is awareness, then the journey

of progress, awakening, and selfhood will also continue.

References and for Reflection:
e According to UNESCO, in developed countries, an individual reads 10—12 books
annually, whereas in developing countries this rate is very low. In Pakistan, 75%

of youth do not read even a single non-curricular book throughout the year.



e On the other hand, the number of social media users has exceeded 80 million the
valuable time of the youth is being spent on YouTube, Instagram, and TikTok.

e Should we hand over our generation only to screens? Books do not just provide
knowledge but shape personality. The world’s developed nations still give books
as gifts to children.

e Therefore, the decision is in our hands either we get lost in the light of screens or

find ourselves in the light of books.
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Summary:

The article shows society's diminishing reading culture, in which people are more interested in trends,
fashion, and social media than books and information. It underlines the importance of reading for
intellectual progress, critical thinking, and personal development, despite that many pecple, particularly
young people, are losing touch with it. This neglect, leads to social and intellectual decay, as books play
an impartant role in developing minds and sustaining development. Society may revitalize this culture by
encouraging basic practices such as book gifting and early reading. Finally, it emphasizes the need of

maintaining a link with books for national awareness, identity and future advancement.

Have you bought a book recently?

Today, if a citizen is asked which book they last read or bought, then perhaps they will be surprised to
hear the question or brush it off as a joke. But if asked which new restaurant or fast food has opened in
the city, then they will immediately recite the entire menu.

In our society, information about fashion, feed, and mobile updates has become common, but
unfortunately, our connection with books, reading, and knowledge is weakening day by day. The younger
generation is well aware of famous brands, social media trends, and TV dramas, but upon hearing the

names of Igbal, Faiz, or Ashfagq Ahmed, they fall into thought.

The Importance of Reading and Cur Negligence

Reading is not just a hobby but a necessity, A book is that source which polishes thought, expands the
mind, and brings a person out of darkness toward light. It is the best companion in solitude and the mest
meaningful voice in silence.

But when nations break their bond with books, like many Muslim societies today, then their progress
stops. As long as Muslims remained connected to knowledge and wisdom, the world was their follower,

But when negligence was shown toward books, then leadership was also snatched away, and their



